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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 








A SERMON ON THE CHARACTER OF 8ST. JAMES THE GREATER. 


Matthew iv: 21, 22.—And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, 
James the Son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets: and he called them. And they immediately left the ship, and 
their father and followed him.” 

There -were two Apostles of the name of James—one the 
son of Alpheus, author of the Epistle, Bishop of. Jerusalem, and 
called in Scripture, James “ the less,” either on account of his being 
younger, smaller in stature, or less remarkable than the other James. 
He who is called James the greater was the son of Zebedee, and 
brother of John, and it is to the memory of his usefulness, and of the 
divine goodness in sending him forth, and to the imitation of his 
virtues, that this day, July 25th,* from an early period, has been 
consecrated. Another of our Lord’s disciples said unto him, “ suffer 
me first to go and bury my father.’”’ Not so James; He obeyed the 
call of his Lord tmmediately, in the temper of the father of the 
faithful: ‘ By faith Abraham when he was called to go out into a 
‘place which he should after receive for an inheritance obeyed; and 
“he went out not knowing whither he went.” In like manner James 
left his kindred and property, recognizing our Lord Jesus Christ ‘as a 
lawful sovereign, who must be implicitly obeyed, and confiding in him 
as able and willing to provide all things needful and desirable for 
the body and the soul, for the life that now is, and for that which shall 
never end, 

But James was no enthusiast. He had not yielded his faith without 
evidence, nor chosen a Master who had zo credentials. It was a mira- 
cle, a well authenticated miracle, by which he was convinced, and 
when convinced in his honest mind, allegiance followed of course. 
Christ had come into his ship, instructed him, and established his 
authority by infallible proofs. Of that miraculous draught of fishes, 
in the Lake of Genneserat, James was an eye witness. He and Peter 
and John were astonished, “and when they had brought their ships to 
land, they forsook all, and followed him.” Our blessed Lord approves 
of industry. It was not the idle many, but these industrious few, 
engaged in their honest business, to whom he came. Still worldly 
concerns are to be laid aside at the divine command. One thing is 
needful. These worthy men yielded to the paramount claims of the 
immortal soul. They welcomed the messenger of heaven—they 
became his patient and attentive hearers : they were favored with a 





*It was intended to print this Sermon in the July number. 
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miracle—“ imniediately they left the ship, and their father and fol- 
lowed him.” 

Apostacy was not unknown, eyen in the purest days of the Church. 
There are too many, who lose their first love. Not so James, he 
grew in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
being approved as a disciple, was counted worthy of the highest honor, 
which has ever been conferred on a mortal. ‘‘Our Lord called unto 
“him whom he would: And he ordained twelve, that they should be 
“with him, and that he might send them forth to preach.” Of this 
honored band, were James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, 
and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is the “sons of thunder.” 
A surname may be often traced to some peculiarity in the character, 
or some eyent in the life. The ardour of disposition, for which both 
these brothers were remarkable, may have suggested the title of 
“sons of thunder,”’ or it may have reference to the incident, foreseen 
by our Lord, on the occasion of the Samaritans not receiving him, 
when John and James said ‘ Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume them.” He rebuked their un- 
charitableness, as we shall notice hereafter, but their devoted attach- 
ment to him, which was also an ingredient in their feelings, at this time, 
is worthy of all praise. ‘Theircharacteristic warmth was doubtless the 
cause of frequent error, but it must also have ministered to their 
usefulness as ministers of the Gospel. The name appropriated to 
them by the Lord might have been useful to them in two respects, 
warning the sin which did most easily beset them, and reminding 
them, that “it is good always to be zealously affected, im a good 
thing.” 

In reference to the firmness of his recovered faith, and perhaps to 
other circumstances in his life and character, our Lord gave to Simon, 
the surname of Peter, that is, a Rock. In the Old Testament, we 
read of mew names given to Abram and Jacob, to Joseph and Daniel, 
and generally, on that solemn occasion, when by circumcision, any 

erson, whether child or adult, was made a member of the Church of 
God. And let us ever bear in mind, that, on a like solemn occasion, 
when we became by adoption, children of God, and members of his 
holy Catholic Church, a new name was given to us. Let this name, 
our Christian name, warn us to avoid the sin which does most easily 
beset us, andevery sin. Although it was not given by Christ em person, 
it ought to remind us of our relation to htm—of our high privilege as 
his adopted; of those duties to which, when that name was called in 
the Church we became pledged ; and of those exceedingly great and 
precious promises, which at that sacred moment were made to us. 
The name of a humble disciple of Christ marks not indeed any trait 
in his temper, or occurrence peculiar to himself alone, but it marks a 
great event in any Christian’s life, an important epoch, in his everlast- 
ing existence—the day of his entering into covenant with God, and 
God into covenant with him—the era of sin renounced and par- 
doned ; of grace desired, and bestowed; of holy purpose, and glori- 
ous hope. SBrethren, the day of our baptism, the day when we came, 
or were brought to Christ, and Christ received us with open arms, 
how naturally is it brought to our recollection; oh may it not be m 
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vain, by the occurrences which we have been reviewing—the kind 
call of Jesus—the ready obedience of James—the honor bestowed on 
him, and the surname which was then given to him ! 

Following the order of events, we are now to notice the first inci- 
dent which is on record respecting St. James, after his being made an 
Apostle. Up to this period, all that we know of him claims our unquali- 
fied approbation. We have seen him industrious, docile, self-denying, 
kind to man, obedient to God, a disciple of Christ, counted worthy to 
be ordained an Apostle. But the hour of temptation has arrived, and 
this good and favored man, betrays the evil heart common to us all, 
and meets with the frown of the perfect Son of God. The provocation 
was the malevolence of the Samaritans to our blessed Saviour, who 
did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to 
Jerusalem. Their prejudice, (which was the foundation of this inhos- 
pitality,) was a sin. ‘Their rejecting Christ, without even looking into 
his claims, was a greater sin. But it was not the province of James 
to punish them; to avenge wrongs done to himself or his friend, for 
“vengeance belongeth unto the Lord” only, and “he will repay,’, 
when, and how he sees fit. It was the duty of James to forgive, and 
to pray that God would forgive them. As an enlightened Christian, 
James must have known that revenge was a sin. He alledges indeed 
the example of Elijah. But the cases were not parallel. Ahaziah 
king of Samaria, sent fifty men to bring up Elijah, no doubt with the 
intention of punishing him for having predicted the king’s death. 
These fifty men mocked Elijah; and, indeed, in their sarcasm, ‘ ‘Thou 
Man of God,” were guilty of blasphemy. ‘Their sin was greater than 
that of the modern Samaritans. But if it were not, the act of Klijah 
was a measure of self-defence. The fire which consumed the fifty 
men was the means of saving the prophet from captivity, and probably 
death. Itis evident that Elijah’s proceeding was in vindication of 
the divine honor, of his own authority, as a commissioned servant of 
Jehovah, and of his own safety, unjusily exposed. It is certain, that 
Elijah was not in the least degree influenced by motives of personal 
revenge, for the Almighty would not have sanctioned such a feeling. 
But he, who seeth the heart, perceived that revenge was lurking in the 
bosom of his discipl:s John and James. He virtually denies that the 
case of Elias was a paraliel one, for “he turned and rebuked them 
“and said, ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the 
“Son of Man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” 
You have entirely mistaken the character of your Master. Judgment 
is his strange work. He came to seek and to save them that are lost. 
What manner of spirit does your request indicate? What wicked 
feelings have you now betrayed. The best—the only excuse for you 
1s, that you consider not, what you have asked of me. Surely you 
cannot seriously wish me to cut off, in the midst of their sins, these 
your fellow men. A true Christian would rather have prayed that they 
might have time for repentance. “No difference of religion, nor 
pretence of zeal for Christ, (says the excellent Bishop Wilson,) can 
warrant and justify a fierce, vindictive, and exterminating spirit, but 
we ought on the contrary, to treat all who differ from us withymiidrss 
and affability, and while we steadtastly adhere to our principles, cherish 
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a spirit of mutual kindness and charity.” How often do good men depart 
in temper, and practice, from the perfect law of God. How often do 
they overlook the true nature of the gospel! “In many things we 
offend all.” ‘ There is none righteous, no not one.”’ Not Judas, not 
Peter only, but James and John, the disciple whom Jesus loved; that 
John whom we.are accustomed to regard as the purest.among men, 
fell into sin. Their faults are recorded that we may learn to avoid 
them; that we may be humble in the memory of our common frailty, 
and that we mzy realize the only sure foundation of human salvation ; 
not man’s righteousness, imperfect at the best, but the perfect obedi- 
ence of the only begotten Son of God. 

Partakers in the sin of revenge, these brothers were also associates, 
and their mother with them, in the sin of ambition. Our Lord had 
announced his resurrection. “Then came to him the mother of 
“ Zebedee’s children, with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a 
“certain thing of him. Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one 
‘on thy right hand, and the other on the left in thy kingdom.” It 
is evident that this request sought a distinction, in which the rest of 
the apostles were not to participate, for our Lord tells them, that this 
desire of superiority is inconsistent with the Christian character. It is 
not the desire of honor, but of superiority, which our Lord condemns. 
“The princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they 
“that are great, exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so 
“among you: but, whosoever will be great among you, let him be 
“your minister. And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be 
“your servant. Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered 
“unto, but to minister.” Having thus warned them against that sin 
which caused the angels to fall from their high estate, our Lord also 
reminds them of the inconsideration which their request evinced. 
“Ye know not what ye ask.” The post of honor is the post of danger. 
“‘ Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of’—to share in 
the sufferings connected with my office? ‘Ye shall drink indeed of 
““my cup; but to sit on my right hand, and on my left is not mine to 
‘‘ give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is.prepared.” Christ 
will not reward arbitrarily. It is not his to give to any other, but 
those who come within the gospel terms. It is a mistake, to suppose 
that, in this passage, he contrasts his own power, and that of his 
father, as if he said, it is not mzne to give, but it is my father’s to give. 
The point of the remark is that the heavenly reward will not be 
bestowed arbitrarily, but on those only, viz.—the penitent believers, for 
whom it has been “ prepared from the foundation of the world.” The 
words ‘it shall be given to them,” printed in italics in our bibles, are 
not in the original, so that the text might be more correctly rendered 
thus, “ To sit on my right hand and on my left is not mine to give, 
but,or except, for whom it is prepared of my father—that is, it is to be 
given to those to whom it was promised, for whom it was intended in 
the counsels of divine wisdom, as they are revealed in the word of 
God. The idea that the rewards of eternity are not conferred by 
Christ, but only by the father is contradicted by this text, “ There is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge shall give me at that day.” Others to that same effect might be 
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adduced. That explanation of any passage of scripture is of course 
to be adopted, which makes it not inconsistent with other passages. 

The sinful state of mind in St. James was not persevered in. The 
reproofs of our Lord produced the desired effect. There can be no 
doubt, that he repented of the faults we have noticed, and that he sedu- 
lously cultivated the virtues of the Christian, for we find he was held 
in special favor by his Master, who could not be deceived respecting 
him, since the secrets of the heart are naked before God. James was 
one of the favored three, whom our Lord took up with him to the 
mount of transfiguration; one of the same three, who were permitted 
to witness the raising of Jarius’ daughter, when he suffered no other 
persons to follow him; one of the same three whom he tock to be 
with him in prayer in Gathesamane, when he desired the other 
disciples, to remain where they were; and one of the four apostles, 
who, in the familiarity of intimacy, asked him privately when the 
destruction of Jerusalem should be, and what shall be the sign. It 
may have been, in reference to these distinguishing honors, that 
James is called the great, while the other James is called “ the less.”’ 
Thus it appears that the pre-eminence, for asking which, in an ambitious 
temper, James wat rebuked, was in fact, when he had a better mind 
bestowed on him. But it was a pre-eminence, inseparable from per- 
secution. The arm of Herod, when stretched forth to vex certain of 
the Church, appears to have fallen frst on James, whom he killed with 
the sword. Of the twelve Apostles, he was the first who suffered 
martyrdom, about 9 years, after his Lord’s crucifixion. Short was his 
career, but wisdom is gray hairs to man, and an unspotted life is old 
age. This Herod was the grandson of the king of the same name, 
who, to make sure of the death of Jesus, slew the cmfants in Bethle- 
hem: He was the nephew of that Herod, who killed John the Bap- 
tist:—the brother of the infamous Herodias; and the uncle of her 
profligate daughter Salome. What a contrast between this family, 
and that of Zebedee! How different in life and character, where the 
mother of Salome, and the mother of James. How much may the 
character of a whole household depend upon that of one of its mem- 
bers! How careful should the head of a family, in particular be, as 
to what he recommends, by his life and his lips. Zebedee was a 
Jisherman, and his sons James and John followed the same humble 
occupation. Herod was a king, and his children princes and princesses, 
But in which family was there most happiness? Whose reputation is 
now the highest? The honors of the world are as stubble before the 
wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away. The honors of virtue 
are everlasting. ‘“ The memory of the just is blessed, but the name 
of the wicked shall rot.’ The daughter of Herodias, and the wife of 
Zebedee, it is a curious coincidence, had the same name, Salome. But 
in worldly condition, in character, and may we not add in their eternal 
state, they were the very antipodes of each other. 

Ecclesiastical History informs us of a remarkable coincidence in the 
death of St. James and our blessed Saviour. His accuser also 
acknowledged his injustice, but wiser than Judas, became a Christian 
penitent. Like his Master, he died with forgiveness on his lips: “As 

he went to the place of execution this man (says Calmet) asked for- 
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“ giveness of James, who, after a short pause, embraced him, and said 
“peace be with you:” after which his head was struck off.” Other 
particulars respecting St. James would doubtless have been interest- 
ing, but though we have few incidents of his life and character, they 
are all of them striking, and full of instruction. He was a sinner. 
Large blots were on his character: Revenge and worldly mindedness. 
The imperfection of human nature proves that every man, without 
exception, stands in need of the atonement by the divine Redeemer— 
and in need also of the assistance of the Holy Spirit of God, whose 
special office it is to keep the redeemed from falling, and to make 
them abound inthe work of the Lord. James wasa penitent: “My 
“son, hast thou sinned, do so no more, but ask pardon for thy former 
“sins.” The favor of the Almighty is the reward of penitence. Great 
and many will be the blessings bestowed on thee by providence and 
grace, if, like James, it is the study of thy life to flee from sin, and to 
follow after holiness. James was the favorite of God, but he was 
hated and hunted to death by men. If human favor is to be forfeited 
for righteousness sake, be itso. If God be for us, who can be against us. 
“Fear not them who after they have killed the body, have no more that 
they can do, but fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
His self-denial and his prompt obedience to God are the lessons of his 
life, for which the Church claims our special attention, The Collect 
for his day emphatically reminds us, that he left his father, and all that 
he had, and without delay was obedient unto the calling of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and followed him. Itis well observed by Nelson, “that 
no worldly considerations, not even the ties of nature, should come 
in competition with the express commands of God.” May we be fol- 
lowers of him, as he was of Christ, forsaking all worldly and carnal 
affections, and ever ready to do and to suffer according to the will of 
God—to manifest our faith in, and our love for Christ, by keeping his 
commandments. 

And now, let me ask, what evil can possibly result from the com- 
memoration of the Scriptural Saints, as recommended by our Church? 
Does she recognize them as the authors of our spiritual privileges ? No, 
as instruments of the deity—to esteem them indeed very highly, but 
for their work’s sake—for that work to which God called them, for 
which he qualified them, and in which he blessed and crowned them 
with success. ‘‘ Not unto them, O Lord not unto them, but unto thy 
name be the praise.” It is the natural tendency of doing honor to 
such men, to increase our admiration of the divine wisdom and power, 
and our sense of the divine benevolence. In cherishing gratitude for 
the gift—it is a perversion—a perversion against which all the servi- 
ces of the Church guard us, to lose sight of the giver, and indeed not 
to have our gratitude towards Aim quickened and enlianced. ‘“ By 
“festival solemnities and set days (says St. Augustin,) we dedicate 
‘and sanctify to God, the memory of Ais benefits, lest unthankful for- 
“ getfulness thereof should creep upon us in course of time.” 

Of this custom of our Church, in memory of the Saints, it is another 
great advantage, that it is eminently adapted, to render our acquaint- 
ance with the holy Scriptures accurate and practical. What knowl- 
edge can be compared for importance with that of divine truth, and 
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human duty? And what better method for acquiring this knowledge 
can be suggested, than to concentrate ali the light which the Scriptures 
shed on each doctrine, on each duty, on each character proposed for 
our imitation? The incidents which illustrate the character, and 
belong to the life of an apostle or martyr, are scattered throughout the 
New Testament, and some of them, as in the case of John the Baptist, 
are to be gathered from the Old Testament prophecies. The lessons, 
the epistle, and the gospel bring together these particulars, and thus a 
distinct and strong impression is made on the mind of the reflecting 
Christian. Is it not obvious that one who studies the Scriptures, in a 
systematic manner, will have a more complete, and accurate, and 
practical, (for he receives the full force of each holy example, ) know- 
ledge of them, than one who studies these Scriptures in the ordinary 
way, by reading them only in consecutive order? Although you 
should be well informed as to religion, do not on this account under- 
value the instruction of the Church. We all need line upon line, and 
precept upon precept. We need the animation produced by the 
public reading of the word of God, and by the celebration of the 
great events, and illustrious characters of the sacred history. Honor 
then, institutions which reason, experience, and divine wisdom recom- 
mend as instruments of piety and virtue. In the faithful and constant 
use of them, may you acquire a knowledge of the truth, and may you 
be followers of “the glorious company of the Apostles ; and the noble 
army of the Martyrs,” who, through faith and patience have, inherited 
the promises. 





— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ESSAY ON THE HISTORY OF ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 173,) 
CHAPTER XVIII. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We continue extracts from the Journals of the Vestry. 1816. Octo- 
ber 26th. To the Vestry and Wardens of St. Philip’s Church: care 
of Thomas Roper, Esq. Chairman of the Vestry. 

Charleston, Sept. 9th, 1816. 

Gentlemen,— Your communication of the 11th August would have 
had an earlier reply, had it not appeared to us that a subject so im- 
portant had never been submitted by the Vestry of St. Philip’s Church 
to the consideration of their Ministers. The Vestry have requested 
us “to vary so much of the ceremony of the Eucharist as has relation 
to the distribution of the elements”—and they subsequently express a 
doubt, whether it is in our power to do so without the sanction of the 
General Convention. The 34th Canon of the Church is in these words: 
“Every minister shall before all sermons and lectures, and on all 
other occasions of public worship, use to the Book of Common 
Prayer, as the same is, or may be established by the authority of 
the General Convention of this Church. And in performing said 
service, no other prayer shall be used, than those prescribed by 
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the said book.” The Sth Article of the Constitution of the Church, 
ratified in Convention 1789, (and it may be observed, that at that 
Convention, the Church of South-Carolina was represented by the 
Rev. Robert Smith, William Brisbane, and William Smith, Esqrs.) 
is in these words, ‘‘a Book of Common Prayer, Administration of the 
sacraments aud other rites and ceremonies of the Church; articles of 
religion, and a form and manner of making, ordaining and consecra- 
ting bishops, priests and deacons, when established by this or a future 
General Convention shall be used in the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in those states which shall have adopted this Constitution.”” The 7th 
Article of the same Constitution has this clause. ‘ Nor shall any 
person be ordained until he shall have subscribed the following de- 
claration: I do believe the holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary 
to salvation: and I do solemnly engage to conform to the doctrines 
and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in these United 
States.” At his ordination, the Priest solemnly promises “so to minister 
the doctrine and sacraments and the discipline of Christ, as the Lord 
hath commanded, and as this Church hath received the same: accord- 
ing to the Commandments of God; so that he may teach the people 
committed to his eare and charge, with all diligence to keep and 
observe the same.’ The Vestry will perceive therefore, that we 
could not without violating the most solemn obligations, comply with 
their request. 

In this place, we deem it proper to observe, that the ceremonies 
equally with the words of our Liturgy are a part of divine worship, 
and that if they could be varied as suited the wishes of any particular 
congregation, the unity of worship, so dear to Episcopalians, would 
soon be lost. And the unity of faith so intimately connected with 
a form of worship, would probably soon be lost also. The variation 
proposed by the Vestry can only be attained by the consent of the 
General Convention, and it is our opinion, founded upon circumstan- 
ces that occurred at the last meeting of that body, that they consider 
it highly inexpedient to make any alterations whatever in the service 
of our Church, It is our opinion, and we feel ourselves invited to 
express it, that innovation is peculiarly dangerous in matters of reli- 
gion; that all the important alterations in phraseology, and otherwise 
in the Liturgy, were effected when it was mo lified by the Convention 
of the Church in these United States; that this Liturgy is more per- 
fect than most human productions, and probably much more so, than 
it would be if any changes were attempted. 

We are of opinion that the change particularly suggested in the 
Communion service, viz: ‘to comprehend in one address, as many as 
can assemble around the altar,” might, in its consequences, endanger 
‘‘the faith once delivered to the saints,” that it would detract from the 
solemnity of the most solemn of institutions, and that it would deprive 
the Communicants of an excitement which we well know many of them 
value beyond all price. When we recollect that the Minister, ‘“ while 
he delivereth the bread” and the cup, does repeat the address, and 
make the applicatlon to each individual, by using the singular pronoun, 
that the framers of the rubric could never have contemplated a change 
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of the pronouns from the singular to the plural number, inasmuch as 
they are not printed in italics; that in the office of baptism the three 
sponsors are addressed with the singular pronoun; and that in the com- 
mandments both under the law and gospel, mankind are addressed 
with the singular pronoun, we cannot perceive any departure from 
consistency in the present mode of administering the Lord’s Supper. 
Indeed we cannot for a moment suppose any inconsistency in a ser- 
vice prepared with so much deliberation by some of the wisest and 
most pious men, a service considered by many of those not belonging 
to our Church, as her most invaluable privilege. 

Having such sentiments imbibed in youth and ratified by the judg- 
ment of maturer years, and by conversation with enlightened and 
pious persons, it was impossible without the deepest regret to hear it 
even whispered, that in the opinion of some, the “solemnity” of the 
Lord’s Supper was protracted “by tedious formalities,” that ‘it was 
productive of weariness and inattention,” and confounded the worship- 


pers, and that it suggested an allusion, however remote, to the worship. 


offered to “ Baal” and to “ Diana.” Ithas been to us, also, a source 
of sorrow and surprise that it should have been supposed, that a varia- 
tion of the communion ceremony was, “the prevailing desire of the 
Communicants of our Church.” The Vestry will be satisfied that 
they have been misinformed on this subject, and we trust will rescind 
the resolutions founded upon this information, when we assure them 
that 300 of our Communicants have expressed to us their wish, that 
there should be no alteration in the mode of administering the Lord’s 
Supper, and that they should be sorry to see any alteration whatever 
of any part of the service of the Church. Their names are herewith 
transmitted for the information of the Vestry. 

In the conference held on the 31st of last month with the Vestry 
we entered into a consideration of the grounds of their resolutions, 
and stated in detail our sentiments in relation to every part of their 
communication. We shall therefore conclude the present letter; 
commending you, gentlemen, to the blessing of God our Saviour, and 
assuring you that we are 

Respectfully and with Christian regard, 
C. E. Gapspen, 
(Signed) Tuos. FRost. 


“In answer to that part of the communication of the Vestry, which 
relates more particularly to himself, the Rector begs leave respect- 
fully to state, that it is uncertain, whether he will be a delegate to the 
next General Convention, but that should he be appointed, he cannot 
conscientiously consent to advocate any alteration of the Liturgy, 
particularly of that most sacred part, the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper. On the contrary, venerating as he does, the service of his 
Church, believing its faith and worship are intimately connected, and 
that a change of the one would endanger the other, above all, dreading 
the insatiableness of innovation, he should feel bound to use his little 
influence in preserving that service unimpaired.” 

1820. August 13. The following report from the Committee ap- 
pointed to consider of the most advantageous mode of disposing of 


the land recently purchased to the east of the Church was ordered to 
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lay over, viz.—‘‘ That in their judgment no interments should be 
permitted within the space running parallel with the Church and the 
pavement north and south, such reservation being intended should the 
Church be demolished by fire or other accident, and its removal further 
east be required. 

1821. April Sth. The Pulpit cost, $1,200; towards which the 
Ladies subscribed about, $900. The cost of the Bible was, $80. 

1821. July 10th. At a meeting of the Congregation Mr. Thomas 
Lowndes moved that a letter addressed to the Vestry of this Church 
from the Rev. Dr. Dalcho, as Secretary of the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocese, requiring from this 
Church, such contributions as the Congregation may deem proper, 
towards the present and permanent support of the Bishop’s Fund be 
read, considered, and acceded to. This motion was seconded, and 
after some debate on the subject, Dr. Moser moved, that it is inexpe- 
dient for this Congregation to consent to the request contained in the 
above letter, which motion was seconded, but lost by a large majority. 
The following is the state of the votes on this motion of Dr. Moser, 
which he required to be recorded. For it: T. Gaillard, Dr. Poyas, 
Dr. Moser, Col. Roper, C. M. Logan, John Langton, Dr. Burgoyne 
and Wm. Mazyck, making 8. Against it: T. Lowndes, T.S. Grimke, 
Col. Vanderhorst, T. W. Bacot, H. H. Bacot, F. D. Quash, E. 
Thayer, Gen. C. C. Pinckney, D. Huger, J. Ball, B. Gaillard, James 8. 
Johnson, John Smith, Dr. Joseph Johnson, P. Bacot, John Gadsden, 
John Corbett, Dr. Manning, Thomas Gadsden, C. B. Cochran, and 
Abraham Motte, making 21. 

Mr. Lowndes moved that it be resolved, as the opinion of this Con- 
gregation that St. Philip’s Church, as a component part of this Dio- 
cese, is bound in duty to contribute towards the support of the Bishop, 
this was carried.—It was resolved, that this resolution, together with 
the letter from the Convention to the Vestry of this Church, be 
referred to the following Committee, who are to report on the same at 
the meeting to take place on the next Sabbath. The Committee are, 
Dr. Joseph Johnson, John Gadsden, and Col. Roper. Col. Roper 
gave notice that at the meeting of this Congregation, after Divine 
Service next Sunday morning, to which time, and in this Church, this 
meeting resolved to adjourn; he would move that the present Assess- 
ment on the Pews of this Church be reduced. 

1821. July 22d. ‘“ The Committee to whom was referred the appli- 
cation of the State Convention, and the resolution of this Congregation, 
thereon report: That they have duly considered the subject in its 
various and delicate relations, and are satisfied, that the Bishop is a 
constituent and very important part of the Episcopal Church in South- 
Carolina. That this Congregation is a constituent part of this Church, 
that it enjoys certain important advantages in the Episcopate, and 
expects with reason, that a certain portion of time and attention 
should be bestowed on it by the officiating Bishop as a duty of his 
office. ‘That this duty cannot be performed without doing an injury 
tothe Congregation of which the Bishop is Rector, except by employ- 
ing a person to officiate inhis absence. That, for enabling the Bishop 
thus to fulfil the duties of his office, this Congregation is bound in jus- 
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tice and honor to contribute annually ina ratio, proportioned to its 
means and the relative ability of the other churches in the Diocese. 

That, aided by the dividend from the Bishop’s Fund and the contri- 
butions of other churches, the sum of $250 might be deemed a suita- 
ble appropriation for this Church, and adequate to the object pro- 
posed: Agreed to. In 1822 a Sermon was preached for the benefit of 
the General Theological Seminary, and the amount collected, was 
$313. 


— —=f~—— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON THE VISION OF DEATH. 


Messrs. Editors :—In the May No. of your valuable periodical you 
have introduced a poem, “THe Vision or Deatu,” with the following 
remark, “ our correspondent writes that he is not aware that this 
piece of poetic worth has ever been in print.’ ” 

I have had it by me for several years, in /arge type on fine paper, 
beautifully bound with other poems, by the same author, who is now a 
Clergyman of the Diocese of Connecticut. The title page of this 
poem reads thus : 

Tue Vision or Deatu: A poem, by C. W. Everest, Hartford. 
Canfield & Robins, 1837—Copy right secured. 

The following is an extract from the advertisement by the author. 
“ The following Poem was delivered at the Washington (now Trinity) 
College Junior Exercises, at Christ Church, on Wednesday evening, 
the 2d of August last, 1837. It was not written with a view to public 
delivery, nor delivered with a view to immediate publication. But 
the flattering reception which it met, on the evening of its delivery, 
together with the solicitation of friends, has induced its present 
appearance.” 

It is a marvel that your “Correspondent” found this poem in manu- 
script,—and without the name of the author? While the author may 
duly appreciate the compliment paid his juvenal production,—he may 
not be so well pleased, to see the child of his brain obtruded, as a 

Joundling, upon the charities of the public. 
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WOTICES OF NEW PUSLICATIONS. 


The cause and cure of Puseyism &c., by Ira Warren, 1847.—He 
“calls himself an Episcopalian” (we quote from the Calendar). 
“ He was a few years ago Editor of the Christian Witness of Boston, 
Subsequently he had charge of the Episcopal Observer. He then 
became asociated in conducting the Christian Alliance, a newspaper in 
Boston, of which we know little but its name, and in which he has for 
the last year been publishing a series of articles giving his views of 
theology. These articles have recently been collected in a volume, a 
copy of which, through the courtesy of the author or somebody else, 
we have received. With this book before us, then, we shall be able 
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to explain what Warrenism is. Warrenism teaehes that Puseyism, 
or, what is the same thing in its dictionary, semi-Romgnism, is in, not 
individual members of the Church, but her Prayer-book. Teaching, 
as that volume undoubtedly does, the Divine Right of Episcopacy, 
Apostolical Succession, Baptismal Regeneration, the Real Presence, 
&c., it was but partially reformed from the errors of Popery. To 
make it truly Protestant, it must be expurgated of these and other 
peculiarities—“ the unsavory leeks which our fathers brought from 
spiritual Egypt, when led out from thence at the reformation.” (p. 15.) 
“The only remedy” against such things in our standards, ‘is to strike 
out the mischievous passages, and make the Liturgy thoroughly and 
consistently Protestant.” (p. 248.) 

This will be enough to show what Warrenism is m general. But it 
would require pages to show the extent of the writer’s complaints 
against the Church to which he belongs. He will doubtless find sym- 
pathizers and followers. All the sectarians in the land will avail 
themselves of his weapons, and hurl them against the Church. But 
let such remember that so far as they respect and agree with the 
Reformers, Ira Warren is as much opposed to them as to us. ‘It is 
but just to say,” he writes (p, 18) “that the errors, respecting the 
Sacraments, pointed out as existing in the offices, catechism, &c., were 
not peculiar to the English Reformers. With the exception, perhaps, 
of Zuinglius, all the Continental Reformers were more or less infected 
with them. They were errors, not of the English Reformers, but of 
their times. The sixteenth century was an age of sacramental delu- 
sion. Nearly all the Reformers in England and abroad, wrote, and 
spake, and acted, with a sacramental veil upon their faces. Luther 
speaks thus of baptism: ‘ Perhaps to what I have said on the necessity 
of faith, the baptism of little children may be objected; but as the 
Word of God is mighty to change the heart of a wicked man, who is 
not less deaf nor less hapless than an infant, so the prayers of the 
Church, to which all things are possible, change the child, by the faith 
it pleases God to put in his heart, and thus purifies and renews it.’ ” 
So that Dissenters of every hue must remember that, in siding with 
Ira Warren they are acting against themselves, so far as they retain 
the great principles of the Reformation. They fight against Luther 
and Calvin, as well as against Cranmer and Ridley; we may say 
against the Westminister Confession and the Saybrook Platform, as 
well as against the Prayer-Book. Many of the doctrines objected to 
by Ira Warren will be found in the former scarcely less than in the 
latter. 

We know what a hue and cry was raised by some Churchmen 4 
few years since, when individuals of Oxford depreciated the Reformers 
for having leaned, as was claimed, too much to the Protestant side. 
We shell see whether the same persons are as ready to bear their 
testimony against the man who here charges these martyred worthies 
with unsubdued sympathies for Rome. Is Ira Warren to be upheld in 
this movement by that class of Churchmen, who formerly acted with 
him? Are they prepared to unite with him in his crusade against the 
Prayer-book and the men who compiled it? Is therea single Clergy- 
man or Layman who is willing to confess a Popish leaven in those 
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standards which he has so long revered, and in that Liturgy in which 
he has been accustomed to come before God ? 

We think not. We think that this new “development,” so far as 
a development, so insignificant can produce any effect, will tend to 
rally Churchmen as one man around our common Standards. The 
feeling will be, let the two extremes go off. Let Newman go to Rome, 
and let Warren goto Dissent. We will be neither Puseyites, nor 
Warrenites. We will abide by the Prayer-book as it is, interpreting 
it in its literal sense, and in that sense the greatest bulwark in exist- 
ence, next to the Bible, against the novelties of Romanizers on the 
one hand and of Protestantizers on the other.— Calendar. 


Notes on the Parables of our Lord. By Richard Chevenix French, 
M. A., Vicar of Itchen Stoke, Hants, &. D. Appleton & Co.—The 
attention which we have been able to give to this important book, has 
satisfied ug that the publishers have been wisely guided in its republi- 
cation. Our examination has only extended to the general plan and 
scope of the work, and to some particular parts which have claimed 
our careful regard. But this has been enough to satisfy us of the full 
truth of that statement in the advertisement of the American publish- 
ers, that they ‘‘ cannot hesitate to believe they are doing good service 
tothe cause of sound theological learning, in making it accessible to a 
large class of American readers, who in all probability would not 
otherwise be able to possess it.”’ 

The Parables of our blessed Lord, appealing as they do to facts of 
universal observation, and giving high and holy significance to the 
trivial incidents of our passing lives, are among the most attractive 
portions of Holy Writ. The child and the old man, the learned and 
the ignorant, find delight and instruction in their simple and lofty 
teaching. They are the chosen vehicles of the Lord for conveying to 
man some of the sublimest mysteries and most important practical 
truths of His eternal kingdom. But like man’s other highest blessings, 
ever most abused, these chosen guides to truth have been so misap- 
plied and misunderstood by erring minds, as to do greatest violence to 
“ the doctrine which is according to godliness.” This is shown in that 
admirable chapter in this work “on the interpretation of parables,” 
which we have read with pleasure and profit, and are thus moved to 
commend it to all who desire clearer views as to the principles which 
must rule our judgments in the right understanding of these sayings 
of our Lord. The opening sentences of this chapter thus happily 
express thoughts borrowed from St. Bernard and St. Jerome, p. 30: 

‘ The Parables, fair in their outward form, are yet fairer within— 
apples of gold in network of silver: each one of them like a casket, 
itself of exquisite workmanship, but in which jewels yet richer than 
itself are laid up; or as fruit, which however lovely to look upon, is 
yet more delectable still in its inner sweetness. To find then the 
golden key for this casket, at the touch of which it shall reveal its 
treasures ; to open this fruit, so that nothing of its hidden kernel shall 
be missed ‘or lost, has naturally been regarded ever as a matter of 
high concern. And in this, the interpretation of the parable—there is 
one question which presents itself anew at every step, namely, this, 
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how much of them is significant?’ The author then goes on to show 
how various Fathers and learned men have differed on this important 
question, what dangerous errors have been supported by its false 
answers, and he then lays down, what we esteeem, safe and wise rules 
of interpretation. We can only quote one of these as a specimen. 
“Once more—the parables may not be made first sources of doctrine. 
Doctrines otherwise and already grounded may be illustrated, or 
indeed further confirmed by them; but it is not allowable to constitute 
doctrine first by their aid. They may be the outer ornamental fringe, 
but not the main texture of the proof. lor from the literal to the 
figurative, from the clearer to the more obscure, has ever been recog- 
nized as the law of Scripture interpretation.” pp. 37-8. The author 
shows the evils which have resulted from the violation of this sound 
rule. 

Those who wish to see more must use their own eyes, and we are 
convinced they will discover that this is no mere ephemeral produc- 
tion, but an addition to the permanent stock of theological literature. 
There is in ita rich store of sound learning, much gathered from the 
golden mines of the I*athers, and all presented in a clear and simple 
style, in well ordered method, and most attractive form. For the 
judgment they have shown in the selection of this useful and important 
work, and for the shape in which they have re-produced it for the 
benefit of American readers, the publishers deserve to be rewarded 


with something more substantial than our praise. “s 
To be had at Russell’s, King street. | Banner of the Cross. 





SELECTIONS. 


HOLY COMMUNION. 


We invite the attention of all our communicants to the following 
from “the Missionary Burlington.” 

‘At the last Annual Convention of the Diocese of New Jersey, the 
Bishop affectionately requested, that ‘the Communicants,” “ after the 
Blessing,’’ would continue kneeling on their knees, until the remainder of 
“the consecrated Bread and Wine,” should be brought to them, and 
reverently consumed. At the proper time, two Deacons received from 
the Bishop the paten and the chalice; and, bearing them to the Com- 
municants, as they continued kneeling, distributed the remainder of 
the elements, in perfect silence. The end of the rubrics was eflectu- 
ally answered. The time occupied was very inconsiderable. The 
solemn stillness of the scene rendered it in the highest degree impres- 
sive and affecting. Many, who were present, spoke of it as the best 
mode of carrying out the rubric, which they had witnessed. It has 
been continued trom that time, in St. Mary’s Church, Burlington. It 
can be done pertectly well by a single Minister, where there is but 
one. It is regarded as in every way suited for general adoption. As 
such, it is affectionately recommended. The Apostle St. Paul, thought 
it worthy to write to the Corinthians, “ Let all things be done decently 
and in order.” 
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CHURCH DOCUMENT. 


To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger : 


I herewith enclose you a copy of the “ Report of the Special Com- 
mittee of the Congregation of St. Philip’s Church, in relation to the 
leases of the Lots on Glebe-street made by the Vestry of said Church.” 
May I ask you to give this Report an insertion if convenient, in the 
“Gospel Messenger?” This I ask, because applications have been 
made by many Churchmen, who feel a deep interest in the matter, for 
copies of the Report, and from the limited number printed, I have 
been unable to gratify them: Besides relating as it does to “old St. 
Philip’s” so long and so endearingly associated in the hearts of so 
many, and embodying,as this paper does, the views of no inconsidera- 
ble portion of the members of the Church, it may not be entirely 
unimportant hereafter, as a matter of historic reference and record. 
“The Committee, to whom were referred at the Annual Meeting of 
the Congregation of St. Philip’s Church,so much of the Report of the 
Vestry, as relates to Glebe-street, and the leases of lands made thereon 
by said Vestry, respectfully Report, That they have given to the duty 
assigned them, that attention and careful consideration which the 
views of those asking for the appointment of such Committee seemed 
todemand. They regret to be obliged to state as the result of that 
consideration, an wnanimous NON-CONCURRENCE in the wisdom and 
expediency of the course pursued by the Vestry. Inthus announcing 
the conclusion, at which they have arrived, the Committee feel forcibly 
the unpleasantness of being placed it issue with delegated agents, to 
the correctness of whose intentions and wishes, faithfully to serve the 
Church they represent, they cheerfully bear witness, and fully esti- 
mate—nevertheless, the same correctness of intention and disposition 
to discharge their duty also to the Church, impels them to occupy this 
position, and furnishes for the Committee an ample justification. 
It is due alike to the Vestry and themselves, that the grounds of their 
non-concurrence should be plainly and fully stated. This, the Com- 
mittee will now endeavor to do. They trust, both clearly and 
respectfully— 

Ist. They object, unanimously, to the terms and tenure of the leases: 
Because they are in direct opposition to the expressed will of the 
Congregation—an injudicious departure from the conditions upon 
which the other leases have been framed—and highly prejudicial to 
the interest and property of the Church. 

The opening of Glebe-street, and the manner in which the lots 
thereon should be disposed of, is no subject of recent consideration. 
It has occupied the attention of the Vestry, and been a prominent 
matter of discussion at the annual and extraordinary meetings of 
the Congregation during a period extending beyond the last seven 
years. 

The question, as to a sale or lease of those lots has been distinctly 
submitted by the Vestry to the Congregation, and as distinctly settled 
by the latter. On the 24th September, 1840, the Journals of the 
meeting of the Congregation shew that the Chairman of the Vestry 
presented for the action of the Congregation, two propositions— 





5 tee eee 
_ =. 


eee a ae 
rae =: 
= 


—-— - 


SS ee ee ee ee 





‘ 
4 
SY 
4 
‘3 
Me 
nag’ 
. 
’ 





208 Church Document. | Oct. 


ist. ShalJ the lands be distributed into lots ? 

2d. Shall the lands be sold or leased ? 

To the first proposition, the Congregation unanimously assented. 
To the 2d, they answered negatively as to selling, and directed the 
Vestry, by resolution, to Jease the lands. We find next, the Vestry 
proceeding to carry out these instructions of the Congregation. And 
accordingly, on the 15th April, 1844, adopting a Report of a Commit- 
tee of their Body, in conformity to the wishes of the Congregation, 
embodying the terms and tenure upon which these leases should be 
arranged. ‘To the wisdom and expediency of this plan, the Congrega- 
tion subsequently testified their entire satisfaction. 

By the provisions of this scheme, the leases were made fora period 
of forty years, renewable for forty years longer, upon the payment of 
a bonus equal to twice the amount of the annual rent; and at the 
expiration of the third lease, the privilege of renewal expired; other 
conditions also obtained, giving to the Church equal advantages with 
the Lessee. Here was an enlightened forecast which looked to the 
changes so reasonably to be expected in the value of lands after a long 
lapse of years, and the operation of influences, which, though not 
plainly discernible then, a wise circumspection would provide for—a 
discreet provision, by which the Church should be enabled to avail 


' itself equally with the lessee of any enhancement of its property, or 


the existence of causes rendering it desirable to come again into pos- 
session of its territory, or at least to make new terms upon which 
to lease it. But how stands the case as to the leases announced to us 
as made by the Vestry in their lastannual Report? All these judicious 
provisions have been departed from! All these prospective advan- 
tages lost to the Church! These leases have been made for ninety- 
nine years, at avery moderate rent, renewable at the option of the party 
leasing, at the very same rate as now stipulated, and FOREVER ! 

The land has been virtually sold! For what is a lease for ninety- 
nine years, renewable in perpetuity, but in effect a conveyance of the 
fee! And a sale, we beg you to mark, with all the advantages on the 
side of the other party! All the disadvantages on the side of the 
Church. Let us look somewhat at these! Land has been leased for 
ninety-nine years, renewable perpetually for the erection of two 
Churches—one an Episcopal—the other a Presbyterian. Suppose 
what is at least not an ¢mpossible contingency, that our Presbyterian 
friends find themselves unwarranted hereafter in keeping open their 
Church, and not expedient to maintain its ministrations. What is to 
bedone ? Will you take the Church? Perhaps some will say it can 
be converted into an Hpiscopal Church, and used by those who are of 
the same household of faith with ourselves. Are you prepared to 
impinge thus, as you so surely would do against that current of public 
sentiment which would see any thing but the exercise of Christian 
principles in such a mode of proceeding? But admit that you take 
this course—the close proximity of Grace Church, a branch of the com- 
mon stem, would prevent you from establishing another congregation 
of worshippers, holding the same faith. The success of the one would 
cause the fall of the other, or as is most likely in efforts to sustail 


both—both would be destroyed. What then, will you sell the Church! 
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Is any man here ready to breast the storm of indignation which would 
meet him at every corner of our streets with the exclamation—what! 
an Episcopal Corporation offering for public sale a Presbyterian 
Church, because they cannot pay ! 

But further—though your land should quintuple in value in the course 
of ninety-nine years, you are bound to renew for ninety-nine years longer, 
and at the same rent. And your successors are bound by you to the end 
of time to continue to renew leases on lands, the rent of which has been 
stipulated for by a Vestry of 1847! Doubtless those who are to occupy 
our places, one and two hundred years hence, will look back upon their 
fathers as men certainly free from all extravagant expectations of the 
growth and prosperity of Charleston. We think, however, they will be 
much better pleased with us, if we leave them with their fair share of 
responsibility and untrammelled to fix the rent of their lands as the times 
in which they live shall justify. Your Committee, however, feel that 
it is unnecessary to pursue this branch of their argument. ‘They confi- 
dently think that the leases of the lots in Glebe-street, made by the 
Vestry to Grace Church, and to certain gentlemen for the use of the 
Presbyterian Church, not yet incorporated for ninety-nine years, renew- 
able atthe same rent forever, without the reservation even of a fine, 
viewed in relation to the pecuniary interests of the Church, were most 
injudicious, and threaten utterly to defeat the reasonable expectation 
with which that street was opened, and by none more confidently ex- 
pressed, than by the Vestry themselves, that at no distant day the reve- 
nues thence derived, in addition to the former income of this Church, 
would be sufficient to support our Ministers without the assessments 
now laid upon our pews. Vacant lots in the heart of a growing city, 
siiuated upon one of the finest harbors of our Atlantic coast, daily ex- 
tending its line of interior communications to vast regions of country, 
rich in agricultural and mineral products, whose manufacturing power 
has yet been scarce awakened—held, without the incumbrance of a tax, 
by aCorporation created for the transmission of the everlasting Gospel, 
from generation to generation—-need not have been a subject of anxiety 
even to the most timid—and irrevocably to fix their value for all time to 
come without the slightest fiscal embarrassment to plead its necessity, 
does not seem to your Committee to have been the result of wise coun- 
sels, and they recommend that measures should at once be taken to 
— if possible, what, as they think, has been so unfortunately 

one. 

But the action of the Vestry and Wardens, referred to your Com- 
mittee, appears to them to be a matter of much graver import ir ano- 
ther aspect. It cannot yet have been forgotten amongst us, that when 
Glebe-street was laid, and our lands on either side divided into lots by 
the resolution of this Congregation, we were called upon to consider 
and determine the precise question, whether these lots should be sold; 
and at that time, upon mature deliberation, did distinctly resolve that 
they should not be sold. Our Vestry now tell us in their annual Re- 
Port, that against our express resolve, without consulting us, almost on 
the eve of our annual meeting, they have made a disposition of three of 
these lots, which they themselves consider equivalent to a conveyance 
*t exceedingly moderate prices, and as regards two of them, not upon 
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necessity oreven convenience, but in anticipation of a Charter to a new 
Presbyterian Church, which cannot be obtained until December next. 
Your Committee do not at present propose to discuss the legal ques- 
tion, whether, under such circumstances, this Corporation is bound to 
the lessees by the act of the Vestry. They hope that inquiry may never 
be necessary ; but they do entertain and feel bound to express a decided 
and unanimous opinion, that under al! the circumstances, the action of 
the Vestry in regard to these leases, viewed in reference to the rights 
and relations of the Vestry and the Congregation, was unwarranted 
and unjustifiable, and imposes upon them the duty of a zealous effort, 
on their own part, to endeavor to procure a surrender of all these 
leases. <A brief account of our Glebe lands and of our incorporation, 
our Committee believe will make this apparent. 

Shortly after the foundation of our city, in October, 1698, our Pro- 
vincial Assembly, by an Act, entitled “An Act to settle a mainte- 
nance on a Minister of the Church of England, in Charlestown,” 
declared the Rev. Samuel Marshall, Jlinzster of Charlestown during 
his life, or so long as he should think fit to continue in the Colony and 
serve in the said Ministry: and that he should have and enjoy all the 
lands, houses, negroes, cattle and moneys, appointed for the use, bene- 
fit and behoof of the Minister of Charlestown; and also appropri- 
ated to him and his successors for ever, a certain salary. Thus ena- 
bled by the Legislative authority to have and enjoy lands, Mrs. Affra 
Coming, the widow of John Coming, very shortly after the passage of 
the Act, by her deed, dated 10th December, 1698, in which she profess- 
ed herself to be a daughter of the ‘Church, as by law established in 
the Kingdom of England,” ‘as well for and in consideration of the 
“love and duty she had for and owed to that Church, as to promote 
‘‘and encourage so good, charitable, and pious a work as the particu- 
‘Jar maintenance of a Minister of the Church of England in Charles- 
“town,” gave and granted seventeen acres, including Glebe-street 
and their lots to the said Rev. Samue! Marshall, Minister of the Gos- 
pel in Charlestown, for and during his natural life, if he should so long 
continue Minister of Charlestown, or for and during the time he should 
continue Minister of Charlestown, and no longer. And after the said 
Samuel Marshall should, by death or otherwise, cease to be Minister 
of Charlestown, to such other Minister or Ministers of Charlestown, 
successively for ever, as should be allowed of, nominated and appoint- 
ed by virtue of, and according to the directions of the said Act of 
Assembly, to have and to hold the same to him and his successors, 
Ministers of Charlestown, for ever. 

In 1704, an Act of Assembly was passed for the establishment of 
religious worship in the Province, according to the Church of Eng- 
land, &c., by which the Parish of St. Philip was created and defined, 
and the Church situate in Charlestown, declared to be the Parish 
Church of that Parish, with a perpetual succession of Rectors, to be 
elected according to the Act first mentioned, and that said Rectors 
were incorporated, and enabled to have and enjoy all the land and 1m 
provements which had been purchased or given for the use of the 
Ministers of Charlestown. 

In 1706, another Act, with the same title, and with similar provr 
sions in a more general form, again defined St. Philip’s Parish, 20 
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several other Parishes, and forever separated and dedicated their 
Churches and Church-yards to the service of God, and to be appointed 
therein to the use of the inhabitants from time to time, inhabiting and 
to inhabit in the several Parishes that should be of the religion and 
profession of the Church of England and conform to the same: in- 
corporated the Rectors of the several Parishes, and enabled them to 
have and enjoy to them and their successors, the several Glebe lands 
already obtained or appointed, or which had been already purchased, 
given or allotted to any of the said Parishes, and enacted that these 
Rectors should ‘“ be chosen by the major part of the inhabitants of the 
“several Parishes who were of the Church of England, and paid 
“taxes,’’ at a meeting called for that purpose. This Act has never 
been formally repealed, and many of its enactments are still in force, 
although many of them have been superseded. By this same Act 
Vestries were constituted, and their mode of election designated. The 
Rector, Minister or Incumbent, in every Parish is thereby first made 
ex-officio one of the Vestry, and then it directs seven sober and dis- 
creet persons, inhabitants of the Parish of the Church of England, to 
be chosen on Easter Monday in every year, at a meeting of the Parish- 
ioners, Who were of the same Church, and contributed to the public 
charges and taxes of the Parish. At the same time, the same Parish- | 
ioners were to elect two other sober and discreet persons of the fi 
Church of England to be Church Wardens; and every Vestryman and : 
Warden was required to take an oath of office; nor was any person 
so elected to that office, to become a Vestryman until he had taken the 
oath required. 

From that time the Rector of St. Philip’s Church continued to hold 
and enjoy these lands so granted by Mrs. Coming to the Ministers of 
Charlestown, (and that even after the erection of the Parish of St. 
Michael’s,) as their Glebe and Parsonage, until the year 1770, when 
the north-western part of Charleston having been laid out in squares. 
and the Parsonage thus becoming intersected with streets, and its use 
for cultivation thus becoming more expensive, and the Parsonage 
house being made too public, the Genera] Assembly, in that year, 
reciting the inconveniences from the running of these streets, and also 
the advantages which might result from leasing a part of the lands, 
and also reciting that their Rector or Minister, and the then Vestry 
and Church Wardens of St. Philip’s Parish were desirous that the 
same should be done, directed and empowered the Vestry and Church 
Wardens of the Parish to lay out about four acres at the corner of 
Wentworth and St. Philip’s-streets as a Parsonage, and thereon to 
erect a Parsonage-house, for the habitation, use and occupation of the 
Rector ;-and the residue of the Glebe to divide into lots to be let out 
by them on building leases for not more than thirty-one years, renew- 
able upon certain terms in the said Act specified. The lots now in 
guestion are part of the Parsonage then laid out and reserved as a 
Parsonage for the habitation and use of the Rector, in whom the fee of 
the whole Glebe was still vested; for which reason he is specially i 
mentioned in the Act as weil as the Vestry, as desiring that these mf 
lands might be leased, although he was one of the Vestry and always F 
Sat with them at that time (as he and his successors long continued to 
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do after the Revolution) and would have been included wherever the 
term Vestry was used. 

This was the position of our Glebe lands on the eve of the Revolu- 
tion. The Revolution came, and while our great statesmen were Call- 
ed upon to provide for a people throwing off their allegiance to a 
great Soverign, and transferring it to a new State, they were not un- 
mindful of the effect which that great change might have upon reli- 
gion itself, and the property theretofore dedicated to the usé of the 
Church of England, which thereafter might become an improper de- 
signation of the Parishes into which the Province had been divided, 
and by the same instrument in which they laid the foundation of the 
sovereign and independent existence of South-Carolina as a State, and 
settled the powers of its Government, and the rights and liberties of 
its people, foreseeing the questions which might arise to disturb the 
private grants which had been made to Rectors of Parishes as Minis- 
ters of the Church of England,and availing themselves of their Parish 
organizations, declared in the 38th section of the Constitution of 1778, 
“that the respective societies of the Church of England that are al- 
‘ready formed in this State for the purpose of religious worship shall 
‘still continue incorporate and hold the religious property now in 
“their possession ;” and added with still greater particularity, that 
“the Churches, Chapels, Parsonages, Glebes and all other property 
“now belonging to any societies of the Church of Englend or any 
‘other religious societies, shall remain and be secured to them forever.” 

Here your Committee believe is to be found the Charter of Incor- 
poration, and original title of this Congregation, as a society at that time 
of the Church of England, to our Church, our Cemetry,and our Glebe, 
written upon the same instrument which gave our State its title to 
sovereignty; which Charter and title have never been impaired, but 
were again more authoritatively and specially confirmed by our present 
Constitution of 1790, in which it is expressly declared and provided by 
a distinct and separate section of its 8th Article that “the rights, pri- 
‘‘vileges, immunities and estates of both civil and religious societies 
‘and corporate bodies, shall remain as if the Constitution of this State 
“had not been altered or amended.” 

The right of the Vestry and Wardens to convey our lands against 
the will of the Congregation, if it exists at all, must rest either upon the 
estate which they, as distinguished from the general society, have wm 
these lands, or upon the original Charter constituting them the agents 
for this purpose, or upon some power given to them by the Corpora- 
tion to that extent. Your Committee know not by what other mode 
than one of these, such a claim could be sustained. We have seen, 
that the title to these lands was by a most solemn instrument, se- 
cured to the society of the Church of England, formed for worship 
in St. Philip’s Parish, which society we still are. It is begging the 
question, to allege that the Act of Assembly of 1785, gave these lands 
to the Vestry and Wardens of St. Philip’s and St. Michael’s, when 1 
incorporated these two Vestries and Church Wardens as one body 
politic and corporate ; merely because it declared this new corpora 
tion capable in law to have, hold, receive, possess and enjoy all the 
lands, &c., which then were vested in the said Vestries and Ch 
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Wardens respectively ; for that Act did no more than this. At that 
time, these lands were not vested in either of these Vestries and Wardens, 
but were vested, as your Committee believe, in the Parishioners or 
Congregation of St. Philip’s, and never have been divested. Nor 
will it help the advocates of this view of the right of the Vestry, to 
question the effect of the Constitution of 1778 in this respect; for if 
that Constitution did not transfer the fee in these lands to the Congre- 
gation, it then remains where it was before, in the Rector, and cannot 
be in the Vestry. The right of the Vestry then cannot rest upon their 
estate in themseves. 3 | 

Have the Vestry any right to dispose of these lands against the 
known will of the Congregation, under any charter? Certainly not ; 
because the same Act of 1785, which has been cited as giving such 
authority, only makes them capable in law to purchase, receive, have, 
hold, and enjoy, to them and their successors in perpetuity, any estate 
in lands, &c.; and to sell, alien, exchange, demise, or lease the same ; 
that is, the same estates held by them. Now the estate in fee of these 
lands, as we have already shown, was never in them, nor had they 
then even the possession, for the Rector resided on this land ; and their 
right is confined to their title, as 1s obvious from the words of the Act. 
But suppose such a power was intended to be given to the Vestries 
and Church Wardens; who are they? The Act of 1785 is entirely 
silent on this subject; and we must interpret the terms used, either by 
the aid of the Common Law, or of former Acts of Assembly ; by either 

of which, it will be found, that the Vestry and Wardens, as constituted 
when these leases were granted and executed, were not the Vestry 
and Wardens authorised. By the Common Law, or rather the Eccle- 
siastical Law incorporated in the Common Law, the term Vestry, sig- 
nified the meeting of the parishioners, who contributed to the parochial 
charges, who were to be notified of the time of meeting on Sunday, from 
the desk, or at the door of the Church; and even the object of the 
meetng was to have been stated. Such a Vestry is our meeting at this 
time ; and of course the common law explanation of the term will not 
answer the advocates of the power in question. 

If we go to former Acts of Assembly, we there find the term expli- 
citly defined to mean, a body composed of the Rector of the Parish, 
and seven sober and decreet persons, chosen by the parishioners or 
Congregation, who have sworn to discharge their duties, the oath being 
declared to be a necessary qualification, so that none was to be considered 
a Vestryman before he had taken it. Was the Vestry which granted 
these leases thus constituted? Was the Rector there? Had he 
been summoned or notified to attend the meeting? Or was the 
meeting held at the time and place designated by the Act, so as to 
make notice unnecessary? But one answer can be given to these 
queries. Now if the Vestry claim to bind us against our will,-as our 
agents by charter, they must bring themselves literally and strictly 
within the description; and this they cannot do. 

If the Vestry have not the power claimed, either in right of their 
estate or by the charter, can they show our own grant forit? Suppose 
they had taken a shorter method to accomplish the desirable object in 

view, and had leased our place of worship (this beautiful House) to 
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Grace Church, or to the gentlemen of the Presbyterian Church, for 99 
years, renewable forever! What could we object to that lease, which 
we may not object to this? Our determination not to sell these lots, 
was unequivocally expressed by resolution; our will in this respect as 
distinctly known to them, as it can be a Silecs” in regard to this holy 
House ; and yet the Vestry report to us, that they have effectually con- 
veyed from us, these lots forever; in their own words, made a lease 
equivalent to a conveyance in fee, 

Your Committee have thought it unnecessary to allude to the Act of 
1791, incor ‘port ating the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Parish of 
St. Philip i in C harleston, because it was passed since the Constitution 
of 1790—gives us a name descriptiv e of the Congregation, and not 
the Vestry merely, and contains no words stronger has those contained 
in the Act of 1785; and indeed the Act of 1791, taken in connexion 
with the Act of 13802, confirming our by-laws, gives a name only to 
the same Society of the Church of England in the Parish of St. 
Philip, which had been incorporated by the Constitution of 1778, 
without a name. 

Your Committee have therefore concluded, that the power of this cor- 
poration resides in the CONGREGATION, and that the Vestry and War- 


DENS have only the right and power to regulate the ordinary concerns 


of the Church, and cannot dispose of our lands in perpetuity w7thout 
our assent, and especially against our will. 

But a majority of your Committee are opposed to these leases, on 
what, in their estimate, are higher and more serious grounds. They 
believe that the leasing of a portion of the lands in Glebe-street, for 
the express erection of a Presbyterian Church, as so covenanted for in 
the instrument, zs a direct violation of the whole spirit and INTENTION 
of the grant, by which these lands became the property of the Church, 
AND THUS MAY ENDANGER OUR POSSESSION OF THEM. Refer to the 
preamble of that grant, and mark the intentions as there set forth, 
Hear the language, explicit yet touching and affecting, in which these 
intentions are conveyed. “A Daveurer or THE CuuRcH,” as 
the venerable and estimable lady so tenderly and yet so truly calls 
herself, moved by filial affection for her spiritual mother, desires to 
advance her, sacred interests, and as a chief means of doing so, is 
anxious to provide for the support of him who shou!d preach her holy 
lessons among that people who may inhabit the parish, no inconsider- 
able portion of whose territory God had made her steward over. In- 
fluenced by such considerations, she accordingly devoted these Jands 
as a sacred trust for these purposes, to St. Philip’s Church. And how 
do we discharge this sacred trust? Her Trustees, nearly two hnndred 
years after , when that Church to which she bore so filial a relation 
has grown strong and reaped so largely of her pious and enlightened 
munificence, actua ily bargain away a portion of her land so sacredly 
appropriated, with the express condition that a Presb ytertan Church 
shall be erected thereon. Your Committee desire to enter into no 
discussion of the comparative merits and differences of Episcopal and 
Presbyterian creeds—it is no part of our province, nor has it any thing 
to do with the question under consideration. It is sufficient for us, 
that the property has been given for the furtherance of the Church, 
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as then known in this colony by the name of the Church of England, 
and that no so called liberality of sentiment, however wide and com- 
prehensive, can maintain that the building up of Presbyterian churches 
is an honorable, good, and legitimate way of fulfilling the intentions 
of a donor, who leaves us as her Trustees, to build up the Episcopal 
Church. This, to a majority of your Committee, is a grave reason 
why one of these leases should be resisted. The intentions of a tes- 
tator, whether judicious or not, are considered as sacredly binding 
among all honorable men, even when they relae to worldly things— 
shall they be construed as less'so, by CurisTIAN men, when they have 
reference to the things of God? In conclusion, your Committee would 
unanimously recommend the adoption of the subjoined resolution: 

Resolved, That the Vestry and Church Wardens be, and are hereby 
respectfully requested, to obtain surrender of the leases of the lots 
in Glebe-street, reported by them to have been made toGrace Church, 
and to certain gentlemen for the erectionof a Presbyterian Church, as 
early as practicable, upon terms which may be fair and just. 


A. O. ANDREWS, Chairman. 





——<—e- 


FANATICISM. 


The last number of Blackwood in its racy and interesting article 
entitled ‘‘Cromwell,” has this remark, which is as applicable now as 
it was in the Protector’s times: 

“Those who have paid attention to this disease of the mind, know 
well, that while nothing is more violent at one moment, nothing is 
more flexible at another. Against the assaults of reason it is a rock,— 
it is adamant; but to self-interest‘or a covert passion, it is often sur- 
prisingly ductile. The genuine fanatic is gifted with a power which 
will equally uphold him, whether he walks to the right or to the left, 
and lets him change his course as often as he will. He has a logic that 
is always triumphant—which proves him always in the right—whether 
he would advance or recede. Success—it is God’s own sanction ; 
failure—it is what you please—God’s disapproval if you would 
retreat—a trial only of your faith, if you have the heart to advance.— 
Calendar. 
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POETRY. 
CONSOLATIONS OF THE CHURCH. 


BY ELIZABETH J. REAVES. 


Her lot is lonely! one by one have parted 
The silvery links that wove Life’s chain of yore. 
She is a mourner—widowed—broken-hearted ; 
Her vanish’d hopes, time never can restore. 
The bread of bitterness she oft hath broken, 
And mingled it with Marah’s cup of woe; 
Her isolated heart hath long since spoken 
A farewell to the world of pride and show. 
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Her pilgrim-feet are weary—yet she cometh 
Up to this place, this holiest place of prayer. 
Poor care-worn child of clay; ’tis here she summeth 
Her all of happiness; va pausing there, 
She stills each human throbbing ere she enters 
Those gracious doors which guard her hallow’d home. 
"T'is there with child-like faith her hope she centres; 
Therefore, with lowliest reverence, doth she come. 


Meekly she enters, and as meekly kneeleth, 
Littmg her humble heart in earnest prayer ; 

A peace divine o’er her bruis’d spirit stealeth— 
Truly she knoweth that her God is there! 

Within those consecrated walls she heareth 
Words that her weak and fainting soul: sustain ; 

Her grateful heart echées the chant which beareth 
Heaven-ward each suppliant and adoring strain. 


And now, with foot-step faltering, she goeth 
Up to the shrine with sacred symbols spread— 
With lowly, self-distrusting heart, she boweth 
A guest at that free feast where all are bid. 
By the atoning Cross she groweth stronger, 
For holiest hopes have risen in her heart ; 
O’er Life’s vain sorrow museth she no longer, 
Her wants have vanish’d, and her woes depart. 


The burden of her heaviest cares is lifted— 
His love hath roll’d the gathered mists away ; 
And through the stedfast eye of faith she’s gifted 
To see the dawning of aclearer day. 
Only the hope that looketh up to Heaven, 
Is in her heart—yet ’tis a hope sublime— 
A joy not of this world to her is given, 
And she goes forth, patient to bide her time. 
Utica Gospel Messenger. 





CLOUDS. 
BY REV. WILLIAM CROSWELL. 


I cannot look above and see 
Yon nigh-piled pillowy mass 

Of evening clouds so swimmingly 
In gold and purple pass, 

And think not, Lord, how thou wast seen, 
On Israel’s desert way, 

Before them, in the shadowy screen, 


Pavilioned all the day! 


Or cf those robes of gorgeous hue, 
Which the Redeemer wore, 

When ravished from his followers view, 
Aloft his flight he bore ; 

When lifted as on mighty wing, 
He curtained his ascent, 

And wrapt in clouds, went triumphing, 
Above the firmament. 


It is a trail of that same pall 
Of many colored dyes, 

That high above o’ermantling all 
Hangs midway down the skies— 
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Or borders of those sleeping folds, 
Which shall be all unfurled 

About the Saviour when he holds 
His judgment on the world? 


For in like manner as he went, 
My soul hast thou forgot? 
Shall be his terrible descent, 
When man expecteth not! 
Strength, Son of Man, against that hour, 
Be to our spirits given, 
When thou shall come again with power, 
Upon the clouds of Heaven. Christian Witness. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGONCE. 


Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel_—That for September 
was from Matt. ix: 37, 38.—* The harvest truly is plenteous, &c” by 
the Rev. W. W. Spear. The amount of collection for August, here- 
tofore omitted, was $9,47 cts.; of which $1,50 cts. was for Missions in 
South-Carolina, 50 cts. for Nashotah, and of the remainder one-fourth 
or $1,862 cts. to Foreign, and three-fourths or $5,60 cts. to Domestic 
Missions. The amount collected for September, was $16,58 cts. ; of 
which 50 cts. for Missions in South-Carolina, and of the remainder 
one-fourth or $4,02 cts. for Foreign, and three-fourth or $12,06 for 
Domestic Missions. 

Journal of the Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina, Extracts 
from it—July 5th. At the Quarterly Meeting of the Trustees of our 
Advancement Society—and July 8th, and July 12th, a¢ extra-meetings 
of the same, I presided. 

14th. At Summerville, I read “ Evening prayer,” and preached. 

19th. At the Sand-Hills, near “Gadsden” Richland district; I was 
kindly entertained by 2 family, a member of which desired to be 
advised as to holy Baptism for herself and some young relatives. 

20th. On my journey, I had the pleasure of seeing, near the “Cross 
Roads,” to Camden and Stateburgh, a building erected since | last 
officiated in this neighbourhood, for “a house of prayer.” It is, in 
the interior, about 45 fect by 25, and with the gallery, could accom- 
modate about 250 persons. The portico adds to the length about 12 
feet, and gives the whole a Church-like appearance, though less so, 
than if it had been of the Gothic order, instead of the Grecian. The 
cost was met entirely by the few Members of our Church having plan- 
tations in the vicinity. It has not yet been consecrated to its holy 
purposes, 

2Ist. At the place for worship to be called “ Zion Church,” after 
“Morning prayer” by the Minister (Rev. J. M. Pringle, Deacon) I 
preached, and administered Confirmation to 11 persons. After the 2d 

€sson, [ had admitted holy Baptism, a lady, and her three neices. 
he scene was truly solemn, and interesting. 

23rd. At St, Philip’s Church, Bradford Springs, “Morning prayer”’ 
by the Rector, (Rev. C. P. Elliott) who baptized an adult, I baptized 
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an infant—the Sermon was by the Rector of Grace Church, Camden, 
(Rev. T. F. Davis) | idministered Confirmation to 9 persons, viz: 3 
males, 6 females, and made an address. It was gratifying to meet a 
Congregation larger than usual on a week day, and much larger than 
it was when I was last here, also to notice the Church in good repair, 
lately plastered, and completely glazed. 

24th. Same Church, aiter “Morning prayer” by the Rector I 
preached—and notwithstanding the rain there was a Congregation of 
about 30 persons. 

25th. Feast of the Apostle St. James the greater. At ‘‘ Claremont 
Church” in Stateburgh, “ Morning prayer” and the Ante-Communion 
by Rev. C. P. Elliott. I preached on the life and character of St. 
James ; Confirmed 3 persons, made a short address to them, and ad- 
ministered the holy Communion, assisted by Rev. Mr. illiott, to 74 
persons. In the afternoon at the Chapel erected by Col. J. J. 
Moore on his plantation, I preached to about 100 servants, and several 
white persons, to accommodate both of which classes the Chapel 
is well arranged. It is a neat building, capable of containing about 
150 persons. 

26th. At Col. Moore’s, was present at the catechizing, by the Cate- 
chist (Mr. Welsh) employed by several gentlemen, of 34 black chil- 
dren, who answered very readily some questions from the Church 
Catechism, and others from hymns, and a general Catechism which 
had been taught them. 

27th. At St. Mark’s, Clarendon, I read “ Morning prayer’ (the 
Rector being out of health) preached, and administered Confirmation 
toa young lady. After Service, was gratified by the information that 
a Congregation, about 12 miles distant, had been, or was about to be 
organized, who desired the services of one of our Clergy, until they 
were prepared to settle a Pastor for themselves. They were till 
lately Non-Episcopalians. Not being able to provide them with a 
Minister at present, two gentlemen kindly consented to act as Lay- 
readers until other arrangements could be made. 

30th. Had the satisfaction to learn by a jetter from the Clergyman 
(Rev. Mr. Lance) who at my request had lately officiated at Glenn 
Springs, and at Spartanburg Village, that he had “ a very respectable 
and attentive audience’’—and at the Village administered the Lord’s 
Supper to a number—some for the “ first time partaking of that sacred 
privilege, and ready and desirous to be Confirmed.” He also baptized 
2 children, and found the people anxious to have a Minister, and erect 
a Church. He expresses the opinion that the complete success of the 
Missions depends much, under God, on the erection at central points of 
places for worship. 

August Ist. At St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, I preached and 
attended the catechising of the children under the Missionary here— 
the Rey. A. W. Marshall. 

7th. At Aiken, I read “Evening prayer” ard preached to @ small 
Congregation. 

Sth. Sunday, Same Church, I catechized the children, read the 
Ante-Communion, preached, Confirmed 5 persons, and administ 
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the holy Communion—also, in the “Evening,” baptized the infant 
daughter of the Rector, and preached. 

9th. Same Church, read “‘ Evening prayer’—Congregation very 
small—the weather being rainy. 

10th. At Edgefield Village, “ Evening prayer” was announced, but 
the inclemency of the weather prevented. The Churci has been 
enlarged at the cost of about $600, by the addition of five pews, and 
altering the gallery; and its appearance much improved in the interior, 
and in the exterior also, by extending the portico the whole width of 
the building. itis now 52 feet by 28, capable of containing about 250 
persons. A neat font has been imported, and will soon be in a con- 
spicunls and convenient position. 

11th. Same Church, after “‘ Morning prayer” by the Recior (Rey. C, 
B. Walker,) I preached and administered Confirmation to 2 persons. 

24th. Feast of St. Bartholomew, at the ‘“‘ Chapel of the Cross” 
Blufiton, “ Morning prayer,” and the Ante-Communion were by the 
Ikector (Rev. A. Woodward), I administered holy Baptism to 2 adults, 
and Confirmation to 11 white, and 7 persons of color; a large num- 
per, considering the whole number of worshippers. The Chancel has 
been newly arranged, and the Chapel enlarged by adding to its length 
ll feet. It is now 47 by 22 feet, and can accommodate more than 250 

ersons. A mile hence a Chapel 40 by 20, bas been erected, more 
particularly for the benefit of the blacks, and in. it Divine service by 
a Lay-reader, is held every Sunday. Atnight after “Evening prayer” 
by the Rector, I preached. 

25th. Wednesday, Same Church, I preached, and administered the 
holy Communion to 27 persons, of whom, 12 were males, a far larger 
proportion than usual. The progress and prospects of this Congre- 
gation are quite encouraging. Their “house of prayer” was consecra- 
ted about five years since, and there has been a steady increase in the 
number of worshippers, and also of professed members since. My 
visit to it, has been altogether pleasant, not less on account of the 
interest manifested “for the house of God and the offices thereof,” 
than for the kind welcome extended to me officially and persoually. 
Within the Parish of St. Luke’s, in addition to the Parish Church, and 
the Chapel at Hilton Head, there are, or soon will be, 4 more, in all 
81x places of worship of our communion. 

_3ist. At Summerville, the rain prevented attendance at Divine ser- 
vice in the Church, but at night in a private house, I read “ Evening 
prayer,” and lectured on the Lord’s prayer—the Lessons were read by 
the Rector (Rev. P. Gadsden.) 

September 4, At St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, I read ‘ Morning i 
prayer.” | 
6th. A Candidate for Holy Orders had his first examination, three 
Presbyters assisting. 
Sth. In Christ Church Parish, at the Chapel (Mount Pleasant) I i 
preached, after “ Evening prayer” by the Rector, and catechized the 
children. Since my last visit to this Chapel, | was gratified to notice ! 
that it had an organ, the gift of a few individuals about half of the cost | 
by one gentleman. It has been suitably put up,and arrangements made 
or the organist and singers. 
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11th. At the Chapel at Johnsonville, James Island, the Rector (Rev. 
Stiles Mellichamp) said prayers, I preached, and catechized the 
children. 

16th. A Candidate for Priest’s Orders, had his examination, three 
Presbyters assisting. 

19th. Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity, one of the “stated times of 
Ordination,” at St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, James Maxwell 
Pringle was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests—presented by 
Rey. Mr. Young, Assistant Minister of St. Michael’s Church, Charles- 
ton, who also preached the Sermon, and united, with the Rev. J. B. 
Campbell, Assistant Minister of St. Philip’s, Charleston, in the impo- 
sition of hands. 

20th..A Candidate for Holy Orders, had his second examination, 
three Presbyters assisting. 

21st. St. Matthew’s day at Sullivan’s Island, ‘‘ Morning prayer’ was 
by the Minister, Rev. Mr. Hyatt, the Ante-Communion, by the Rev. W. 
Dehon; and I preached. After Service, several of the Congregation 
expressed the desire that at this Church the services should be con- 
tinued throughout the year; and that in winter and spring the attend- 
ance would be encouraging. 

Missions of our Church—We derive our information from the 
“Spirit of Missions” for September; and it is more fuli than usual. 
As to ‘ Domestic Missions,”” Alabama, Selma.‘ 1 think the preju- 
dice, heretofore so marked against the Church, is subsiding. I visit 
almost the entire population, and am received wiih kindness and cour- 
tesy. The Congregation, I may say, is improving in size and spiritu- 
ality. Our present accommodations are not sufficient for the congre- 
eation—all the seais are usually occupied.” 

Mississippi, Pass Christian.— None but those who try it, can have 
any idea of the difficulty of establishing the Church in one of these 
South-Western villages, where ignorance, prejudice, fanaticism, and 
every other ‘ism,’ are tocontend with. I trust and believe, notwith- 
standing, that the time is not very distant when the Church, even here, 
will rise paramount to all its adversaries.” 

Louisiana, Natchitoches —* The distance travelled by me (three 
thousand one hundred and twenty miles) during the year shows that 
the field in which [ labor, is far too great for the unaided efforts of one 
individual, and will, I trust be the means of calling more particular 
attention to the wants of this region. With the exception of the Rev. 
Mr. Steele, whose state of health does not permit him to do much at 
the present time, I am, I believe, the only Clergyman of our Church 
on Red River, embracing a country where the services of at least five 
more Missionaries are needed. The Church is losing much ground by 
her backwardness, in meeting the necessary demand. Atsome points 
the prospects are very cheering.” 

Indiana, Indianopolis.—“ Your Missionary is not supported as he 
should be. Instead of devoting all his thoughts, all his energies, all 
his time, to the study of the Word and the breaking of the bread of 
life to the people entrusted to his charge, visiting them, and comfort- 
ing them in sickness and in sorrow, as he should, he is obliged to earn 
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his bread by the sweatof his brow in secular labor. During the week 
he must come in contact with the members of his flock in the character 
of a man of business, rather than in that of a minister of the gospel. 
And I need not say, that faithful preaching of the Word on Sunday, 
needs to be followed by faithful pastoral duty through the week, to 
make it most effectual. However much it pains me to be thus held in 
check for want of means, I see no remedy.” 

Richmond.—* It is seldom that an Episcopalian emigrates to this 
city or vicinity. Our communion is made up of converts gathered 
chiefly out of the synagogue of Satan—brands plucked from the 
burning. At my first coming here, there were five communicants 
from Ireland, and one native American; since then, seventy persons 
have been added to the communion—fifty-four from the world, and 
sixteen by removals; which number of accessions seems very few, 
when compared with the growth of the communions in many other 
places. But when I consider the character of this little flock—poor, 
despised, ridiculed—situated, as it is, in the very heart of quakerism 
in the West—I thank God, and take courage ; for what can we expect, 
where the largest and most influential society, calling themselves 

Christians, take the lead in openly desecrating the Christian Sabbath ? 
From their example the youth have a cloak for their Sunday sports. 
The children are decoyed from Sunday School so soon as they can be 
made to feel the force of a false shame. I mention these as some of 
the causes why the growth of the Church in the West is so slow, and 
why the first Missionaries must be content with sowing, leaving the field 
to others to reap.’”’...... The Itinerant writes: “ My plan is, simply, 
that the Board use a little exertion to recommend well qualified men 
as schoolmasters : men who, for love of Christ and his Church, would 
lend their aid to the cause of Missions, in taking the responsibilities of 
the Sunday Schools, and in Lay-reading, during the absence of the 
Missionary. By these means, an itinerancy would accomplish an 
increase of good, and the services of the Church be regularly per- 
formed ; but, under the present mode, (that of visiting a parish once a 

month,) if much is expected, but little is apparently gained. At many 

stations, I have no doubt, a good common school would be well sus- 

tained ; for many, who are careless as to religion, are anxious for a 
permanent school.” 

_Asto “ Foreign Missions,” Africa.—“ This morning our Congrega- 
tion was quite full, 200 to 250 being present; many of them were 
women. In the afternoon I administered the Communion to twenty- 
three professing Christians.”. - -... “The belief in witchcraft is so 
implicit, that nothing would induce many natives, since the war, merely 
to pass by atown of thosé with whom they lately fought; and not only 
do they fear for themselves, but, as is seen in the present case, for their 
children also, being firmly persuaded that those who seek to be 
revenged on themselves, would gladly be so on their children.” . - - - - - 
“This poor victim of heathenism was the mother of Wah, alias G, 
T. Bedell, now a lad of fourteen years of age, and one of our most 
promising scholars. The poor fellow looked on his mother during all 
her sufferings from a distance without daring to go near, and utterly 
unable to afford her any comfort or relief. Oh! that he may live to 
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reward the murderers of his mother by preaching to them the gospel 
of love and peace and life! This afternoon, the husband of this woman 
came to the house to sell some fruit, as if nothing bad happened! 
Such is heathenism.”......‘‘While the general indifference with 
which the glad tidings of salvation are received, is a trial of our faith, 
there are sometimes developments, full of hopeful encouragement. 
I met to-night, for the third time, my Bible class. The subject for the 
evening was Abraham’s history. It naturally suggested my speaking 
of the blessedness of trusting in God, in opposition to greegrees. 
This drew forth a free and full expression of opinion from all present, 
on the merits of the greegree system, and nearly all of them declared 
their disbelief in it, either in whole or in part.” 

Constantinople-—The Bishop writes: “I hope the Committee will 
meet me now upon the ground of simply abiding by the former ap- 
propriation, which is $4,000 a year. With that I will be satisfied, and 
[ have made all my arrangements to keep the plan of my labors 
within it. Iirst, I have engaged the services of natives, instead of 
asking an increase of Missionaries from home, or even that those 
returned should be replaced. I have now, connected with the Mis- 
sion, two priests and a deacon, whose united salaries will hardly 
exceed the salary of one Missionary from America. They are ail 
admitted to the Communion of our Church, having formerly been 
Papists. Two of them are experienced and able men, and the third 
will require less training than is ordinarily needed for learning the 
languages, by a new Ciergyman from America. They are all, I hope, 
men of earnest faith and true Christian devotedness. The salary of 
one of them is pledged to the Mission for two years by English friends, 
which is so much saved for other purposes for that length of time. 
One of them is now with me, engaged in the study of English, and 1s 
about to prepare a version of the Psalms in Turkish, with the Syrian 
character, for Syrians speaking that language. This will be published 
at the expense of the Christian Knowledge Society of England. 
Another I have sent to Mesopotamia, where he is making himself use- 
ful, and I hope will find a promising and fruitful field. I sent him 
there partly to redeem our long made promises to the Syrians, and 
partly because the field is a most important one, and is unoccupied 
excepting by the Roman Catholics. It is alsohis native country. He 
writes me that his prospects are good, and that several villages have 
been placed under his control for the purpose of instruction. The 
third is temporarily absent on business of his family, before finally 
joming the Mission. I have left the city, and taken up my abode here, 
where, with the same rent,I am able to occupy much larger premises, 
and to begin what I have long had at heart—the education of young 
men for the stations of usefulness that are now opening so rapidly 
and extensively in this country. Some, I trust, will be teachers, 27 
some, I hope, fitted for the higher service of the ministry in their own 
Churches. The latter particularly is my heart’s desire, for the work 
here must be done mainly and may be done most safely and effectually 
through the Clergy.”...... “Our course has been so decidedly onward, 
that | was never more encouraged, or saw more manifest and valuable 
fruits than at present. The Prayer-book in Armenian is nearly through 

















1847.| Religious Intelligence. 223 


the press; a Treatise on the Character, Doctrine, &c. of our Church, is 
just finished in translation, and is, | hope, soon to be in press; the new 
edition of the Psalms above-mentioned, is about to be taken in hand; 
some other translations of religious works from English are waiting 
only for the Prayer-book, to be off our hands, in order to be put to 
press. Our influence asa Mission is good, and was never greater 
than now; I have the happiness of being in friendly relations and 
correspondence with the principal oriental patriarchs; I have three 
pupils with me, including the. priest before mentioned, and the pros- 

ect of as many more as our means will allow, as soon as I am set- 
tled; the schools which we have been aiding, are advancing rapidly, 
and are beyond anything hitherto known here, | have, not formally 
connected with the Mission, but receiving their intellectual and spirit- 
ual training very much from it, a goodly band of faithful men, both 
Clergy and Laity, who long for better things.”’ 

China.—* The Mission at Shanghai is full of encouragement, and in 
addition to other most favorable indications, the Providence of God is 
making the path of duty every day more manifest, by providing for 
this Mission as ample supply of funds.” 

India.—Missions of the Church of England, ‘‘ The extension of 
sound Christian education is one of the most interesting and important 
features of the Society’s present Missionary operations, to which we 
cannot advert without lively thankfulness. In addition to the marked 
improvement in the native catechists and schoolmasters, it is impossible 
not to rejoice, when we learn that, in one small Mission district, that of 
Kdeyenkoody, five hundred and seven native Christian children, in an 
equal proportion of both sexes, (two-hundred and fifty-three boys and 
two hundred and fifty-four girls,) are under daily instruction in the 
Mission schools, and that in a single Christian village of another Mis- 
sion district (Moodaloor), there is an average daily attendance of two 
hundred and thirty-six boys and girls.”. - - - - - ‘‘ But of all the measures 
which, in dependence on the blessing of the Divine Head of the 
Church, have been adopted, the establishment of the two seminaries 
of Sawyerpooram in the Tinnevelly, and of Vediarpooram in the 
Tanjore districts, appears to us incalculably the most important. 
They are designed for the superior education of a comparatively 
limited number of the most promising native Christian youths from the 
various Missions, in the anxious hope that from them an efficient native 
ministry may be ultimately raised up, and that at least a large propor- 
tion of the students may be found qualified to fill some office in 
connexion with the Church, as superior catechists or schoolmasters.”’ 

The amount reported is, for Domestic Missions, $2,933; from 
South-Carolina, $448. For Foreign Mission, $3,911; from South- 
Carolina, $1,146. 


Kentucky.—The 19th Annual Convention of this Diocese was held 
May 13th-15, present, the Bishop, 12 of the Clergy, and 23 Lay- 
Deputies from 12 Parishes. There are 19 Presbyters and Deacons, 
and 6 Candidates. A Committee recommended that “the General 
Convention be respectfully requested, by this Convention, to repeal all 
the special restrictions contained in the VIth Canon of 1844.” In his 
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address the Bishop said “Silently and slowly the walls of that Temple 
of God upon earth, are rising from darkness and the dust. Without 
the noise of implements, without the shout of workmen, almost 
as if without hands, its grand and glorious proportions and adorn- 
ings, from age to age, unfold themselveg. The mark which any 
one workman leaves behind, is, as if his hand and his blow had 
never been there. Even the more vast additions made by some 
master-builder, are lostin the magnificent proportions of the whole, 
Yet every stone is in its place. Not a stroke is lost. Not a 
workman could be spared. The infinitesimal point upon which 
the humblest laborer spent his hour and died, was destined to 
that finish. And, at last, this Temple of God upon Earth, shall 
stand with foundations strong as His Throne, and broad as the com- 

ass of the earth; with towers and turrets reaching to the skies, and 
reflecting back the glories of Heaven!”...... ‘“‘ There has been dis- 
cerned a more evident movement of the German mind, in Louisville, 
in favor of all that is conservative and Apostolic in the Lutheran 
Church, and which the more discerning minds amongst them believe 
can only be preserved in this country, by adopting the Liturgy, and 
attaching themselves to the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Some direction and aim have been given to this movement 
by the declaration of a distinguished Clergyman of theirs, the Rey. 
Caspar H. Straiter in favor of Episcopacy, and his having become a 
Candidate for Orders in this Diocese.”...... The Bishop delivered a 
Charge on “ The Sacramental Theory and the Evangelic principle 


contrasted.” 


—_— => ——_ 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions during the morths 
of Augnst and September. 





From the Church on Edisto Island for Domestic Missions in general, - $30 00 
‘‘ Monthly Missionary Lecture for August and September, general, - 17 66 
of do. do. do. Nashotah, - . - - 50 
“ a Lady of St. Michael’s Church, for Nashotah, . - - 20 00 
‘© Mrs. A. Chaplin, Sheldon Church, - - a . , 5 00 
‘“¢ §t. Michael’s Church, for educating a Student at Nashotah, - - 13 96 
. do. do. towards the saiary of Rey. Geo. B. Sturges, 

Dresden, Ohio. - - - - ° ° . - 250 

+ do. do. domestic missions, general, - - - 97 67 
‘* a Lady of St. Michael’s Church, for West, - ° ° . 1- 
és do. St. Philip’s Church, Bradford Springs, . . 25 00 
$222 29 


J. K. SASS, Receiving Agent, Diocese of S. C. 





THE P. E. SOCIETY FOR THE ADV. OF CHRISTIANITY IN SO. CAROLINA. 
The Treasurer acknowledges the receipt of $50 from Mr. C. P. Gadsden, as a Mem- 
ber for Life. And $18 from the Church at Edisto—and $5 from the Church at 
Winnsboro’ : | 
—— 
CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 1847. 
3. Eighteenth Sunday after T'rinity. 20. Anniversary of the Society for the Re- 


10 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. lief of the Widows and Orphans of the 
17. Twentieth Sunday after Trinity. P. E. Church in South-Carolina. 
18. St. Luke, the Apostle. 24. Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. 


i9. Anniversary of the Orphan House. 28. St. Simon and St. Jude. me 
31: Twenty-second Sunday rfter Trinty- 














Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years : 








1846. | Rev. P. T. Gervais, 3 00 

Amount brought forward for | Mr. Thomas Morris, 3 00 

Vol. XXIII. $420 50 Mr. J. Mishaw, 3 00 

Mr. H. D. Lesesne, 3 00 Mr. A. H. Belin, 3 00 

Mrs. R. Wilson, 3 00 ' Miss Brailsford, 3 00 

- | Mr. Thomas G. Simons, 3 00 

$426 50} Mr. H. D. Lesesne, 3 00 

1847. Mrs. R. Wilson, 3 00 

Amount brought forward for Miss H. Pinckney, 3 00 

Vol. XXIV. $126 00) Mrs. Elizabeth Pattun, 3 00 

Mrs. Juliana Conner, 3 00 | Mrs. John Stoney, 3 00 

Mr. C. McKinney, 3 00 | Dr. P. G. Prioleau, 3 00 
Judge Frost, 3 00 

Mrs. Elias Horry, 3 00 $i74 00 








NEW 8S. SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS JUST RECEIVED. 


THE OLD MAN’S HOME, By the Rev. Wm. Adams, M. A., author of the ‘Shadow 
of the Cross” &c. with engravings from Original Designs, by Weir. Bound, 50 
cents; Im paper covers, 25 cents. 
The Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Library 100 Volumes 18 mo. half muslin; reduced 
to poor Schools, $10. 
The Children’s Magazine bound, in 35 Vols. at 20 cts. each. 
Sunday School Psalms and Hymns and Liturgy in one. 


A further supply of 
The Shadow of the Cross: The Distant Hills; The Dark River; The Castle on the Rock; 
The Fall of Croesus; Luke Sharp; Gottfried, or the Island Hermitage ; The Castle of 


Falkenbourg ; Prasca Loupouloff; History of Charles Jones; Thomas Kenmier ; Crip- 
ple of the Rail Road, &c. 


From Robinson. 


The Church of England Vindicated, by Dr. Hook. 

Essays to prove the Validity of the Anglian Ordinations; by a Layman. 

Christian Morals, by Rev. Wm. Sewall, M, A. 

The Dead in Christ, by Rev. J. W. McCullough. 

The Book of Ratram, the Priest and Monk of Corbey. 

Discourses on Romanism and Dissent, by Wm. Dodsworth, A. M. 

A Manual of Church Principles, by W. D. Wilson, A. M. 

A Treatise on the use and import of the Eucharistic Symbols, by Alexander Knox, Esq. 
A Vindication of the Church of England, by Bishop Bull. 

Eight Letters to N. Wiseman, D. D., on the Errors of Romanism, by the Rev. Wm. Palmer. 
The Order of Jesuits, its Constitution and Principles. 


From Stanford § Swords. 


Brownell’s Commentary, new and cheap edition, royal, 8 vo. 

Mclivaine’s Reason against Consecrating a Church with an Altar instead of a Communion 
Table. 

Melvill’s Sermons, 2d series, cheap edition, 8 vo. 

{nfant Baptism, tested by Scripture and History; or the Infant’s claim to Church-member- 
ship defended and established on testimony Scriptural and Historical. By Wm. 
Hodges, A. M., Rector of Burton Parish, Williamsburg, Va. 

For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 
Tue Bisuop or THE Diocese for Micsions, within the State, commoaly called Dio- 


tesan Missions. 
JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States, 


under the direction of tlie ‘* Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 





Church,” commonly called Domestic Missions. All monies sent by mail. must be directed . 


to him at the Bank of Charleston, where he is always to be found duriug business hours. 

HENRY 'TRESCO', Esq. Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States. under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called Fo- 
reign Missions. 

LOWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina, is Agent for re- 
celving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institwtion, Jubilee College. ; 

Dr. 1. M. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing one 
’rmore Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive such 


‘ums as may ve offered for that purpose. 
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PROSPECTUS 


OF THE 


CHURCH REVIEW: 


AND 


ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE. 





The subscribers, in presenting the Prospectus of a new Cuurcu Review to the 
consideration of the public, beg leave to call attention to the following facts, which, 
among many others, Bove led to the proposed undertaking. 

Tue Fact—that the need of such a Rrvizw is acknowledged by all; that, in our 
extended and growing communion, no such Review exists; that, the denomination of 
professing Christians around us bev one or more periodicals of this character, 
in which assaults are continually made, upon what we believe to be THE CuuRCH anD 
Trutu or Gop; that, at the present day, errors, radical, wide-spreading, and far-reaching, 
are disseminated through the whole community; errors of every grade, from the dogmas 
of the Romanist, to the wildest extravagances of the Socialist; that the modern press, 
is, to a great extent, licentious and demoralizing in its tendency ; all these acknowledged 
FACTS, demand, in our judgment, the establishment of a work of high character, 
thoroughly devoted to the interests of the Church of Gop, and the Truth as it is in 
Jesus Curist. The general character of the proposed Review, may be gathered from 
the subjoined Prospectus. But we wish to state distinctly, that our object, as Reviewers, 
is, not to speak as partizans, or p men, but as Christians and Churchmen; to seek 
union and peace, not by a timid, or time-serving policy, but by speaking the truth with 
frankness and in love. On all questions touching doctrine and discipline, THE WoRD OF 
Gop, es contained in Holy Writ, as received and believed by the Church in the first 
and purest ages, and as the same is briefly and comprehensively contained in the 
Liturgy, Articles, Offices, and Homilies of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, according to their plain and literal interpretation, will be our final arbiter. 
It will be the constant aim of the Review, to maintain a high literary character, and 
render itself acceptahle, alike to the seholar, and to all thoughtfu and intelligent 
readers. Writers of established reputation have promised their assistance, Such, im 
brief, is a general plan of the work, in behalf of which we bespeak your co-operation. 
The first number will be issued so soon as a sufficient number of subscribers is procured 
to warrant the undertaking. 

A. B. CHAPIN, 
New Haven, Sept. 1847. N. 8. RICHARDSON. 


PROSPECTUS. 


The leading objects of the Church Review, contemplated by the Editors, are— 

First. To declare and enforce the Truts, of which the Catuoxic Cuurcnu of Gop, 
is in all ages the PILLAR and GROUND. 

Secondly. To defend the Cuuncu against the assaults of her enemies. 

Thirdly. To furnish able reviews of the most important works, issued from the press, 
at home and abroad. 

Fourthly. To preserve a Quarterly Record of the Ordinations, Consecrations, &c., 
performed by the Bishops of the American Church, with a ,£eneral and accurate 
summary of University and Ecclesiastical intelligence. 

An outline of our plan has been submitted to the Bishops of the American CHURCH, 
anid several Right Rev. Gentlemen have expressed their approbation of the enterprise. 


PROPOSALS. 


The work will be issued quarterly, on the first days of January, April, July and 
October. Each number will contain not less than 150 large octavo pages, in good type 
and on fair paper. 

Price of the work, $3.00 per annum, payable on the delivery of the second number. 

N. B. Any clergyman, or other person, sending us the names of four new subscribers, 
and becoming responsible for the payment, shall be entitled to a fifth copy gratis. 

All communications to be addressed to the “ EDITORS of the Cuurcu Review,” 


New Haven, Conn. 
(= Subscriptions received by A. E. MILLER. 











